Wristband Printing Instructions

The wristbands I bought were called “WristCo Tyvek Wristbands 6 Color Variety Pack - 600 Count - Comfortable Tear Resistant Paper Bracelets ID Wrist Bands for Concerts Festivals Admission Party Identification.”  They were on Amazon at https://a.co/d/8DQmnPB — at the time I’m writing these instructions, however, they were not available.

The wristbands were ¾" wide by 10" long. I bought 3 packages each containing 600. Each package had 100 each of 6 colors.  They came as flat pages with 10 wristbands on each page.  I printed them as flat pages and then separated them into 10 individual wristbands afterwards.

The printing problem
Printing was initially not satisfactory.  The outer side of the strip of paper that covered the adhesive part of the wristband was itself slightly sticky. Between that, and the fact that the Tyvek pages didn’t lie perfectly flat, my printer was smudging or even crumpling them, particularly at the edges.

The printing fix
I cut a piece of plain computer paper as exactly as I could to the size of the wristband pages.
I then spread Elmer’s Repositionable glue (from a stick) on three edges of the plain paper all the way to those edges (one short edge and both long edges). I put the plain paper with gluey side touching to the back of the wristbands. The short gluey edge covered the plain end of the Tyvek. Making the two long gluey edges match the Tyvek closely kept my printer from smudging.  The non-gluey end of the plain paper lays over the adhesive strip on the Tyvek but isn’t stuck to it because it will be the last part to come out of the printer.

In my printer, I needed to have the gluey/adhesive-strip end go through the printer last. It worked best if I renewed that repositionable glue for each pass through the printer.

The file
The Word document I created had 10 text boxes (without borders), each ¾" wide by 7" long.  Even though the Tyvek pages were smaller, I found it was okay to leave the paper size on my printer as letter paper.  I gave it landscape orientation with top and bottom margins 0.5" left margin 2" right margin 0.25". 

The printing in the text boxes was aligned left so that the printing came out near the adhesive strip on the wristbands so that it would be covered up by the overlap when a wristband was worn.  The 

A file example may still be at C:\Users\sueis\Documents\QU Show in 2024\Graphics for Website and other uses\Wristband Printing VENDOR  letter size paper USING COMPLETE FACING PAGE WITH REPOSITIONABLE GLUE.docx

C:\Users\sueis\Documents\QU Show in 2024\Instructions\Wristband Printing Instructions.docx
